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"Sometimes trivial, but biting" was his own comment on
them. It is uncertain how long Le Sourire appeared, but it is
probable that it died when it no longer paid, which may have
been as soon as the novelty of the venture no longer interested
the white population of the island*
The month of January 1900 brought Gauguin an important
proposition from Ambroise Vollard which he accepted and
which, if it had worked with regularity, should have relieved
him of money worries for the rest of his life* Vollard proposed
that, in return for twenty-five canvases a year, Gauguin should
accept a fixed and regular monthly pension of 300 francs, which,
even with the rising cost of living in Tahiti, would have
provided him with all the money for his living expenses that
he required, Chaudet had just at this time ceased to represent
him and de Monfteid was to live permanently outside Paris,
as Gauguin already knew* He had even thought of Serusier
as a possible replacer of Chaudet, but Vollard's offer settled
the matter for him,
Gauguin sent his reply to Vollard to his friend Daniel,
with instructions* "I am sending you my reply, so that you
can read it carefully and be able to deal with him by repeating
my letter to him, in a very unconcerned manner" Maurice
Denis had replied to his refusal to exhibit with the "Symbolists,
Pointillists and Rose Croix" by giving Gauguin the unsuspected
news that Degas and Rouart were competing for his pictures
and that certain dealers were speculating in him and that his
canvases were reaching "nice prices" in the sales. This was
incomprehensible to Gauguin after the difficulty with which
his paintings seemed to sell and made him suspect that all
was not as it appeared,
Vollard's offer seemed to him a good one, however, particularly
as he was not mortgaging his whole output. He reflected and
added to de Monfteid: "All the same, I don't really care if
Vollard or another earns a lot of money out of me if by this
means I succeed in being to the windward of my buoy: later on,
we shall see about tightening the reins/' He sent to his friend